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ACTION FBOE-OO 

INFO OCT-01 NEA-10 ISO-OO A-01 EB-07 COME-OO USIA-15 /034 W 

042533 

R 101400Z SEP 75 
FM AMEMBASSY JIDDA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 2369 

UNCLAS JIDDA 6249 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: AFSP. ABLD, BEXP, SA 

SUBJECT: CONSTRUCTION OF MODEL HOMES ON COMPOUND 

REFS: A. JIDDA 6157; B. JIDDA 6148; C. STATE 207993; 

D. JIDDA 6094; E. JIDDA 5758 

1. SUMMARY: THAT THE DEPARTMENT PROMOTE THE PROPOSAL TO 
ERECT ON THE EMBASSY COMPOUND MODEL HOMES TO BE SHOWN BY 
U.S. MANUFACTURERS AT THE FORTHCOMING TRADE FAIR, AND 

FOR EVENTUAL USE AS STAFF HOUSING. 

2. EMBASSY HOPES DEPARTMENT WILL BE ABLE TO CONVINCE 
COMMERCE THAT CONSTRUCTING MODEL HOMES ON COMPOUND MAKES 
EMINENTLY GOOD SENSE. AS DEPARTMENT WELL AWARE, HOUSING 
PRESENTLY ON COMPOUND IS COMPARABLE TO LOW INCOME HOUSING 
IN U.S., BUT STAFF HERE HAVE ACCPETED THESE QUARTER-CENTURY- 
OLD PREFABS WITHOUT COMPLAINT- ALTHOUGH THEY FIND THEM 
ESTHETIC ALLY UNAPPEALING AND ARE CONCERNED OVER SAFETY 
CONDITIONS ACCENTUATED BY AGE. THE "MIDDLE INCOME" 

HOUSING CONTEMPLATED FOR DISPLAY TO SAUDIS SHOULD, IN 

FACT, BE QUUZE SUITABLE FOR EMBASSY STAFF USE AND 
CERTAINLY AN IMPROVEMENT OVER HOUSING WE HAVE LIVED 
WITH THESE MANY, MANY YEARS. IT DOES NOT SEEM PRUDENT 
AT THIS POINT TO TEAR DOWN THE EXISTING HOUSES AND 
BUILD NEW ONES. BUT WE CERTAINLY NEED ADDITIONAL 
HOUSING NOW RPT NOW TO MEET OUR IMMEDIATE REQUIREMENTS. 
ERECTION OF THE MODEL HOMES IS THE ANSWER. 
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